
Presque Isle Township Board of Trustees

Minutes of the regular meeting

held February 13, 2012
Call to order: Supervisor Patrick Pokorski called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Members Present:  Supervisor Patrick Pokorski, Treasurer Bette Tadajewski, Clerk Cynthia Paavola, Trustee Patricia Hart, and Trustee Lynn Morrison.
Audience: Linda Taylor, Erika Comerford, Nancy Kinney, Debbie Trelfa, Brent Koel, Karen Pettalia,  Sharon Jacobs, Bill Fay, David Horsfield, Bill Lewis, Clayton Peters, John Laycock, and one woman at large.   
Public Hearing- Range Light Park Plans: The public hearing was opened at 7:02 pm.  Dick Spencer was brought into the meeting via conference call.  He provided an introduction of the project, a timeline of its progression and where it is currently.  He explained that a professional design firm was hired to ensure that all design standards were met. He also informed that he has met with the DEQ, Waterways Commission, Coast Guard, and Corps of Engineers, and it has been confirmed that no permits are needed. He introduced Mark Straley of R.S. Scott and Assoc., and invited him to present the plans for the project. M. Straley presented the design plans for the project.  D. Horsfield asked various questions pertaining to the layout and dimensions of the walkway and pavilion. M. Straley answered each of his questions.  L. Taylor asked if the structure would be visible from the road. M. Straley confirmed that it would.  D. Horsfield asked about landscaping and tree removal. M. Straley responded that landscaping is no longer part of the plan as it was determined that volunteers would like to be responsible for that portion of the project, and that no trees would need to be removed.  It was also informed that the structure would require little to no maintenance and would not impede on the original paver pathway. K. Pettalia questioned the roof of the pavilion and its potential obstruction of neighbor’s views. D. Horsfield stated that he was a neighboring property owner, and the roof would not obstruct his view because of how far back it is.  P. Pokorski and M. Straley responded that they have discussed numerous design options, and this was concluded to be the best. The color of the roof was also discussed. It was agreed that the proposed red would probably be the best option for cohesiveness within the Township and for boater visibility.  J. Laycock questioned the safety of pedestrian crossing. C. Peters informed that they have been in contact with the County Road Commission and they are looking into installing pedestrian crossing signs and marking a painted crosswalk. J. Laycock suggested possibly a flashing yellow light as well because of the evening/night use. D. Horsfield asked about changing to a 35 mph speed limit. C. Peters responded that the complication with that is that it involves the State Police Dept. They have made efforts in the past and couldn’t even get them to come out to survey the area. L. Taylor asked if there was an operations plan. C. Peters responded that there is not as of yet, but it has been discussed and is something that Parks and Rec will need to work on and submit to the Board. L. Morrison questioned the durability of the construction material and what effects the sand may have on wear.  M. Straley responded that he would have to confirm with his architectural department, however, from everything he knows about the material, it is far superior to treated lumber, which would be the second choice.  J. Laycock questioned trash removal. D. Spencer confirmed that along with other concerns will be addressed and continue to be addressed as new situations and needs arise. There was discussion regarding the cost of the project, which is anticipated to be between $100,000-$120,000.  K. Pettalia stated that the project cost is more than what’s indicated in the 5-year plan and asked where the funds were going to come from. Members responded that grants are being applied for. B. Koel asked that if the figure was $120,000, why the grant was only being requested for $100,000.  P. Hart responded that she was given $100,000 originally. If needed, the amount can be revised, however, $120,000 was understood to be more than what would be needed.  The likelihood of obtaining the grant was discussed. K. Pettalia asked where the matching funds were to come from. B. Tadajewski confirmed from the Capital Improvement Fund.  There was continued discussion regarding grant funding. 
The public hearing was closed at 7:39 p.m. 

Approve Agenda: B. Tadajewski had two additions under New Business; Resolution for Alpena Public Schools Summer Tax Collection and Definition of “Per Diem”. C. Paavola added the following items under New Business as well; Election workers for Primary Election on Feb 28, Resolution for Range Light Park Development. B. Tadajewski also added the Resolution for the East Grand Lake Fire Dept. The Resolution to change the Board of Review meeting date was also added.  L. Morrison made a motion to approve the agenda with the above stated additions. P. Hart seconded. All ayes; motion carried.
Approval of Minutes: L. Morrison made a motion to approve the minutes as written. C. Paavola seconded. All ayes; motion carried. 

REPORTS

Treasurer:  B. Tadajewski informed of and explained the purpose for some line item changes in the Capital Improvement and Rec Long Range funds. The overall passbook balance remained the same; she just made line item transfers. L. Morrison made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as corrected. P. Hart seconded. A roll call vote was taken. All ayes; motion carried. B. Tadajewski also reported that she has broken out the line item for the Garrity Statue in the Enterprise Fund. She also informed the Board that she has asked the Payroll Administrator to increase the deputy treasurer’s wage to $10.00 per hour; she has been at $9.00 for six years. 
Clerk:   C. Paavola presented the Bills and Claims report. She stated that there was an addition of $110.00 to the General Fund; they are ordering 3 new handbooks from MTA. Expenditures for approval were as follows; General Fund, $10,383.26, Enterprise Fund, $1,887.80, Capital Projects, $2445.82, and Payroll $6,736.72. Total expenditures are $21,563.60. L. Morrison made a motion to approve the Bills and Claims as presented. P. Hart seconded. A roll call vote was taken. All ayes; motion carried. C. Paavola requested additional approval on behalf of C. Peters, for wood for the cemetery sign and other signs, the lifeboat, and 1840 Tower projects. The total requested was $624.00 P. Hart made a motion to approve $624.00 for wood. L. Morrison seconded.  A roll call vote was taken. All ayes; motion carried.
Planning Commission:  B. Tadajewski had submitted a written report for review.  She clarified that the public hearings for the Ordinance amendments are to be scheduled for April. 
Parks and Recreation:  C. Paavola had submitted a written report for review.  P. Hart questioned the request for  $3,500 for the fireworks mailing. She wondered how many were being sent. C. Paavola responded over 4,000 and informed that Krakow Township is also included this year. There was discussion regarding the cost, and the Township’s commitment. Carry over funds from last year were also discussed. L. Morrison made a motion for the Township to contribute $3,000 to the fireworks fund. B. Tadajewski seconded. A roll call vote was taken. All ayes; motion carried. 

ZBA: No report
Zoning:  L. Taylor had submitted a written report. P. Hart asked about the sign issue. P. Pokorski stated that he believes he is supposed to be speaking with K. Przybyla about it tomorrow. 
Assessor:  C. Most was not present, however, had submitted a written report. 
Administrative Assistant:  E. Comerford left the meeting early, however, had submitted a written report. 
Grants:  P. Hart informed that the grant for the Range Light is moving along nicely. The passport recreation fund was also discussed. 
Sexton:  P. Pokorski submitted a written report. There was a brief discussion regarding the bidding of grave preparation services. The matter will be addressed later on in the year. The planting of trees and installation of benches was also briefly discussed. 
Supervisor:  P. Pokorski presented a written report. He added items under “Accomplishments”. The policy and procedure manual has been revised. Copies will be distributed at the March meeting. There was a meeting of the Friends of Rockport, and a Friends of Thompson Harbor group has been officially created.  He and L. Morrison also clarified that they are including Besser Bell Natural Area into the Friends of Rockport group; this alleviated the need to file for additional paperwork to create another Friends group. The meeting is now scheduled for the 28th of Feb.
Comments from the Audience:  K. Pettalia stated that she felt $3,500 for the fireworks mailing was very high.  There was discussion regarding the fundraising efforts, cost of the shoot, and long term plans/goals. 
CORREPONDENCE 
C. Paavola reported that they are a member in good standing with the GLLKA until 2013. She informed of a notice of hearing for PIE & G regarding natural gas regulations in Lansing on March  27th at 9:00 am. She also informed of a notice from Straley, Isley and Lamp informing of the federal mileage rate of .555 cents per mile.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Road Improvement Funding: P. Pokorski reported that no further action has been taken since the group’ last meeting.  
Upgrade office computers: A proposal from Computer Ease was presented. B. Tadajewski presented a concern regarding compatibility with her Special Assessment program as it is a DOS based program. She has an email in to Brian at Pontem to look into it. If it’s not compatible, a new program is around $5,000.  P. Pokorski stated that he will be meeting with Darrin and will discuss that with him. He also informed that the upgrades can be done in steps/phases. The proposal was for the complete upgrade. P. Hart presented a concern regarding the fact that she had nothing to compare the proposal to. P. Pokorski asked for members to review the proposal and be ready to decide, by next month’s meeting, what action they want to take. 
NEW BUSINESS

Survey and Assessment of Besser Building and Property adjacent to Besser Natural Area: P. Pokorski informed of Besser Co.’s offer to give the property to the Township with the provision that the Township pay for the cost of the survey and any transfer fees. He also provided a letter from Besser Co. giving the Township permission to go in and survey the property. There was additional discussion regarding Rockport being designated as a State Park. P. Pokorski requested the Board come up with and approve a plan to have the land surveyed and the property and building inspected by contractors in order to determine the condition of the building. Following lengthy discussion, L. Morrison made a motion to determine the cost to have contractors come in and give an idea of what condition the plumbing, heating, electrical, mechanical, and structural systems are in, determine ADA compliancy, and find out what it’s going to cost, long term, to maintain the building. P. Hart seconded. A roll call vote was taken. All ayes; motion carried. 
Resolution of support to The Friends of Thompson Harbor: P. Pokorski stated that the resolution has not been drafted. He believes that the Friends of Rockport are going to be requesting the same thing, so they can address both at next month’s meeting. L. Morrison made a motion to draft a resolution of support for both the Friends of Rockport and Friends of Thompson Harbor for next month’s meeting. C. Paavola seconded. All ayes; motion carried. 
Resolution for Alpena Public Schools Summer Tax Collection: The resolution was not prepared. It will be drafted and presented at next month’s meeting. 

Resolution for East Grand Lake Fire Department: C. Paavola read the Local Governing Body Resolution for Charitable Gaming Licenses as follows;

At a Regular Meeting of the Presque Isle Township Board of Trustees called to order by Supervisor Patrick Pokorski on February 13th, 2012 at 7:39 p.m., the following resolution was offered:
Moved by Bette Tadajewski and supported by Lynn Morrison that the request from the East Grand Lake Volunteer Fire Department of Presque Isle, county of Presque Isle, asking that they be recognized as a nonprofit organization operating in the community for the purpose of obtaining charitable gaming licenses, be considered for approval.




APPROVAL

DISAPPROVAL




Yeas:        5

Yeas:




Nays:
 0

Nays:




Absent:
 0

Absent:

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution offered and adopted by the Presque Isle Township Board at a Regular Meeting held on February 13, 2012.

SIGNED: _________________________ Cynthia Paavola, Presque Isle Township Clerk
Resolution to Amend Board of Review Meeting Date:  B. Tadajewski read the following resolution;
At a regular meeting of the Presque Isle Township Board of Trustees of the Township of Presque Isle, County of Presque Isle, State of Michigan, held at the Township Hall in said Township on the 13th day of February, 2012, at 7:39 p.m.

PRESENT:  Supervisor Patrick Pokorski, Treasurer Bette Tadajewski, Clerk Cynthia Paavola, Trustee Patricia Hart, and Trustee Lynn Morrison.

ABSENT: none

The following resolution was offered:

WHEREAS, under Public Act 122 of 2008, effective May 9, 2008, as authorized by state Legislature, the Board of Presque Isle Township, Presque Isle County, shall amend a posted meeting date of the Board of Review of Presque Isle Township to accommodate attendance by the township assessor, and

WHEREAS, a meeting will be held on Monday, December 10th, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. in lieu of the meeting regularly scheduled for Tuesday, December 11th, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. , and

WHEREAS, this amended date and time shall be updated on all township records and postings, and shall be published according to statute.  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Board will move the date of the December Board of Review meeting from December 11th, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. to December 10th, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. 

The forgoing resolution offered by Board Member B. Tadajewski.

Second offered by Board Member C. Paavola.

Upon roll call vote the following voted “aye”:  Supervisor Patrick Pokorski, Treasurer Bette Tadajewski, Clerk Cynthia Paavola, Trustee Patricia Hart, and Trustee Lynn Morrison.

“Nay”: none

The Supervisor declared the resolution adopted. 

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of certain proceedings taken by the Township Board of the Township of Presque Isle, County of Presque Isle, State of Michigan, at a regular meeting held on February 13th, 2012, and that said meeting was conducted and public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meeting Act. 







_______________________________







Cynthia Paavola, Township Clerk

Definition of “per diem”: B. Tadajewski asked to have this item added to the agenda because she felt they needed to, as a Board, have an understanding and black and white definition for when they create a pay scale, which it is based on a per diem, of what “per diem” means. They need to determine if it means or includes someone who calls in by phone, or when someone is physically present at a meeting, as there is a concern regarding compensation for attendance via teleconference. P. Pokorski stated that, by law, attendance via teleconference is currently allowed, however, there is no information about whether or not the person has to be paid. The new proposal that would ban voting via teleconference was discussed along with numerous other points regarding participation/attendance via computer or teleconference. 
Resolution for Range Light Park Development Project: C. Paavola read the following resolution;
WHEREAS, The Presque Isle Township Board of Trustees, in conjunction with the Presque Isle Township Planning Commission and Presque Isle Township Parks and Recreation Committee, has conducted a public hearing and a survey of its citizens to identify the need to expand parks and recreation facilities and offerings to meet the leisure needs of all segments of the population.

WHEREAS, development of the Range Light Park is part of the Presque Isle Township Parks and Recreation 5-Year Master Plan (2010-2014), and

WHEREAS, the proposed development was designed by R.S. Scott and Assoc., a professional engineering firm, to ensure all State and Federal building and/or development requirements, and the 2010 Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines and the Recommendation for Accessibility Guidelines: Outdoor Developed Areas requirements were met, and 

WHEREAS, the Department of the Army Corps of Engineers, the Department of Environmental Quality, the Waterways Commission, and the United States Coast Guard have inspected the site and concluded that no permits are required, and have found no objections to the development, and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Presque Isle Township Board of Trustees supports and approves submission of the application to apply for grant funding from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources Land and Water Conservation Fund for development of the Range Light Park, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Township will coordinate the local match of 50 per cent of the cost of the project plus any additionally incurred expenses directly related to the project provided the Township receives grant funding, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Presque Isle Township Board of Trustees accepts the obligations and commitments required of said grant program, and hereby endorses the current proposal to develop the Range Light Park. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Board Member:  L. Morrison
Second offered by Board Member:  C. Paavola
Upon roll call vote, the following voted “aye”: Supervisor Patrick Pokorski, Treasurer Bette Tadajewski, Clerk Cynthia Paavola, Trustee Patricia Hart, and Trustee Lynn Morrison.

“nay”: none
The Supervisor declared the Resolution adopted.

________________________, Clerk

STATE OF MICHIGAN

COUNTY OF PRESQUE ISLE

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of certain proceedings taken by the Township Board of the Township of Presque Isle, County of Presque Isle, State of Michigan, at a regular meeting held on February 13th of 2012, and that said meeting was conducted and public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meeting Act. 







_______________________________







Cynthia Paavola, Township Clerk

K. Pettalia asked if there was record, during a public meeting, of where the Board approved or wanted to include the project in the 5-year plan as she felt it was not included. She suggested that, since the pubic hearing had just been held, that the Board could make a motion to appropriate it into the plan and then pass the Resolution. There was brief additional discussion regarding whether or not the Plan needed to be updated and how that could be accomplished.
Election Committee workers: C. Paavola stated the following people as workers for the primary election; Bonnie Beuter, Lisa Larkin, Norma Crouch, Carol Geyer (half day), Joyce Krajniak, and three new people; Sandy Beuter, Ron and Gail Trafalet. P. Pokorski made a motion to approve the above stated election workers. B. Tadajewski seconded. B. Tadajewski, C. Paavola, and P. Pokorski voted “aye”. Motion carried. B. Tadajewski asked to have a list of who the qualified election workers are and how many elections they’ve served in. C. Paavola agreed to provide the information. 
Other:  There was brief discussion regarding the Discover Heritage Route 23 campaign. P. Hart would like to pursue getting the Range Light Park listed as a location along that Route. P. Pokorski suggested going through NEMCOG.  Permission to move forward was granted.
Adjournment: With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.

The next regular meeting is scheduled for March 12th, 2012 at 7:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted;

Erika M. Comerford, Administrative Assistant
