



Meeting of the 
Presque Isle Township Parks and Recreation Committee 
held October 31st, 2011


Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chairperson Nancy Kinney.

Roll Call:  In attendance were Nancy Kinney, Norma Crouch, Clayton Peters, Dick Spencer, Cynthia Paavola, Lynn Morrison, and Jerry Broad. Absent was Judy Kimball. 

Audience: Also present were Patrick Pokorski, Susan Brooks, Kathy Dean, Debbie Trelfa, Karen Pettalia, and Mark Straley.

Member’s Items: none

Agenda:  D. Spencer made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. J. Broad seconded. All ayes; motion carried.   L. Morrison made a motion to amend the agenda to add the topic of Fireworks Safety. C. Peters seconded.  All ayes; motion carried.  

Minutes – September 26th, 2011.  D. Spencer made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. C. Paavola seconded. All ayes; motion carried.

Correspondence: none 

REPORTS

[bookmark: BM_1_]Comments/Updates to reports:  none

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Straley plan for Range Light Park – Mark Straley: M. Straley from R.S. Scott and Assoc. presented the draft design concept for Phase II of the Range Light Park. He specifically addressed the concrete pavers, and added that one of the architects working on the project is also taking classes on historic preservation. She took the matter regarding the pavers to her instructor and he suggested, if they are historic to the area, trying to leave them where they are. They also discussed a potential way to possibly find out the age of the pavers, however, it would only indicate whether or not they were made before or after the 1960’s. He added that they have incorporated them, as they are, into the design plan however may need to shift a few over towards to end in order to construct the pathway. He also presented the platform concept with or without a roof structure, and there was discussion regarding the design of the roof to prevent nesting. The existing parking area was briefly discussed; it should be fine the way it is with a few minor tweaks.  M. Straley also passed out some paperwork to accompany the grant application.  There was also discussion regarding the placement/size of the platform structure. D. Spencer will be getting with P. Hart and begin the granting process with the Waterways Commission. M. Straley left the current set of plans and will provide an alternative set of plans that incorporates the discussed changes.  

BLM inspection of 1870 property: P. Pokorski informed that it will be scheduled for some time in the spring.

Township Board Procedures:  C. Paavola reported that she is waiting for P. Pokorski’s review. 

Keeper Statue Funding:   C. Peters asked for clarification as to whether or not this project was ever approved. He was under the impression that it was, however, at the Board meeting, it was indicated that it wasn’t. After review of the previous month’s minutes, it was determined that no formal decision had been made. C. Peters made a motion to approve the plan for placing a statue in remembrance of all Keepers at the 1840 Lighthouse property.  C. Paavola seconded. D. Spencer asked if the appearance is going to be similar to what was presented.  D. Trelfa explained that she forwarded as many photos as she could of Mr. Garrity to the artist, and her intentions are to create it as close to his likeness as possible. She presented some examples of the artists work. D. Spencer asked what the funding intentions were. C. Peters explained that the Township Board agreed to front $1,000 to get the project started, however, that will have to be paid back. He also explained that D. Trelfa has various ideas for fundraising, and P. Hart was working on some grants. They discussed the size of the statue. The intentions are to have it as close to life size as possible, however, J. Kimball was not present to confirm details. All ayes; motion carried. The contract between the Township and the artist was presented. P. Pokorski signed it. D. Trelfa presented a letter that she would like to send out to local businesses within the County. She read the letter aloud.  Members offered suggestions and feedback, and D. Spencer offered to assist her with some changes.  D. Spencer also stated that donations need to be tax deductible. C. Paavola will find out what needs to be done or whether or not donations would qualify. 

PC Survey: There was miscommunication regarding the meeting that was scheduled to discuss proposed questions.  N. Kinney asked if there had been a representative from their committee designated, as she thought they were supposed to have been involved, but hadn’t heard anything.  Being that no one had any additional information, N. Kinney will contact C. Winters to get up to date on plans and/or intentions.   

Fresnel Lens Report:  N. Kinney reported that just before the meeting, she received an email from Drew Matuszak which was a forward from Bob Trainor. In the email, he informed that the report has been forwarded to the Department of Homeland Security and they should be getting in touch with the Township.

Fireworks Safety:  L. Morrison reported that he is still working with the fireworks crew, local fire departments, and sheriff to create a safer event and environment during the shoot.  A. McConnell is working on a safety proposal. The intentions are to call a meeting between all persons and entities involved once the proposal is complete, and to create a plan (that everyone can work together on) from there. P. Pokorski informed that the County is already working on a plan for such events, County wide, and is discussing developing a plan on how to be better prepared for such large events within the County.  Members agreed to stay involved in the matter in order to be able to voice their opinions and concerns.  

NEW BUSINESS

Joint Meeting with PITMS- November 28th, 2011 – 6:00 pm:  N. Kinney reminded of the upcoming meeting. It is scheduled for the same day as their regular meeting; only an hour earlier.  D. Spencer asked what the agenda was for  the meeting. N. Kinney informed that she believes it is more of a “feel good” meeting; to get an idea of how they feel the year went, if they had any concerns or suggestions, to discuss plans for next year, etc. An agenda will be drafted for the meeting. 

Need to apply for grants:  N. Kinney stated that she continues to have this on the agenda as a constant reminder to keep eyes and ears open for grant opportunities.  

Committee roles for 2011-12 year:  N. Kinney stated that she had asked C. Paavola to assist her with the task.  C. Paavola reported that she has been in contact with each member, except N. Crouch whom she could not get in contact with, and they had all confirmed their interest in keeping their current responsibilities. L. Morrison suggested reviewing the list again to determine whether or not some may be better suited for other roles or possibly interested in switching or working together. N. Kinney will bring the list and current assignments to next month’s meeting, and they can discuss changes in positions and/or wording or clarification of the responsibilities themselves at that time. Each member will also work on creating an explanation of what they feel their specific role or responsibility entails (as no description has ever been created).  She asked to have them returned to her within two weeks so she could compile them and have them out for review prior to next month’s meeting. 

Other: K. Pettalia asked whether or not the committee has received their budget. Now that the season is over, she wondered if they knew how much the Township had spent. C. Paavola stated that she  presents the budget on a monthly basis. So far, they are right on track.  C. Peters further explained the types of projects and expenditures that were included in his budget, as there is more than just seasonal park operations expenses included.  C. Paavola asked members to be sure to fill in their rate of pay on their time sheets. It is not the responsibility of her or E. Comerford to fill it in for them.  L. Morrison stated that he has been trying to locate the posts for the parcel across the street, however, he has only been able to find two. Being that a surveyor is already coming out for the cemetery, he will relocate the ones across the street while he’s out.  

With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm. The next meeting is scheduled for Nov. 28th at 7:00 pm. 

Respectfully submitted;
Erika M. Comerford, Administrative Assistant



