
Presque Isle Township Planning Commission

Regular Meeting

held February 6, 2012
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chairman Chuck Winters.
The pledge of allegiance was recited. 


Roll Call:  In attendance were Chuck Winters, Clif Taylor, William Schwartz, Steve Lang, Bette Tadajewski, and Howard Welsh. Absent was Attila Paltelky.
Audience: Also present were Linda Taylor, Patrick Pokorski, Erika Comerford, Nancy Kinney, Patricia Hart, and Molly Benson.
Agenda Approval: The item of “Teleconferencing Protocol” was moved to the first item of business. S. Lang made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. H. Welsh seconded. All ayes; motion carried. 
Teleconferencing Protocol:   C. Winters presented documentation providing the ruling by attorney’s for MTA regarding the matter.  He confirmed that as long as the alternative meeting location is posted and all audience members can hear, that they are in compliance with the Open Meetings Act.  C. Taylor questioned whether or not the member would be paid. C. Winters responded that they would. B. Tadajewski asked whether or not the legal opinion addressed voting. C. Winters confirmed that it did, and that the member would be allowed to vote. The matter of pay was addressed, and it was confirmed that a recommendation (for pay) can be made by the Planning Commission, however, it is ultimately up to the Township Board to approve. There was a question about the definition of “attendance”. There was a lengthy discussion, particularly regarding voting and the absent member’s access to printed materials that are presented for review during a meeting. Members further discussed the pros and cons of allowing/not allowing attendance via teleconference.  It was concluded that since it is not addressed in their by-laws, and since there were so many circumstances to consider, an ad-hoc committee would be assigned to develop a procedure and/or list of criteria that, if approved or met, could then be included in their by-laws.  C. Winters assigned B. Tadajewski, W. Schwartz, and C. Taylor to the committee. He asked them to come up with a list of equipment needed as well as a list of criteria that would need to be met in order to allow for or qualify such participation to take place.  A. Paltelky was brought on-line throughout a portion of the discussion. The matter was briefly summarized with him. Due to the controversy, and the fact that he could not clearly hear the audience, he chose not to continue to participate via teleconference until a decision regarding the matter was finalized.  
Comments from the Audience:  none
Approval of Minutes (January 2, 2011): S. Lang made a motion to approve the minutes as printed. C. Taylor seconded.  All ayes; motion carried. 
Correspondence:  none
Report of Liaison from Township Board of Trustees:   B. Tadajewski had previously emailed a written report for review. 
Report of Liaison from Zoning Board of Appeals: S. Lang reported that, at their last meeting, they elected officers, had a brief session about accessory structures, set the meeting dates for 2012, and set a schedule for reviewing the Ordinance during their quarterly meetings. He also understood that the Board placed an ad for the alternate’s position, however, had no response as of yet.
Report of Liaison from Parks and Recreation Committee:  N. Kinney presented a written report for review.  
Report of the Zoning Administrator:  L. Taylor presented a written report. She informed of progress regarding the unfinished home, and there was a brief discussion regarding the fines involved. It was confirmed that P. Pokorski is handling the sign issue with Krakow Township.  She also informed that the Grand Lake Chapel wants to install a new sign, and she is working with them on what options they have available (re: size and placement).  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Range Light Park “Concept” Acceptance:  P. Hart informed that the Township is applying for a Land and Water Conservation Grant. Within the grant, she needs to be able to produce a set of minutes (from the Commission) accepting a notice of intent to finish Phase II of the Range Light Park.  There was discussion regarding the difference between an intent to move forward versus the approval of a site plan. Members were clear that this was not a site plan approval, which will be presented and reviewed at a later date, but rather a confirmation that they are aware of the project and the proposed concept, and agree to move forward with the process.  S. Lang made a motion for the Planning Commission to support the intent to move forward with the Range Light Park concept. H. Welsh seconded. All ayes; motion carried. 
Accessory Structures:  S. Lang provided a revised proposal for review. The issue was revisited to address the concern regarding a smaller dwelling’s limitations on the size of an accessory structure due to the floor area of the dwelling.  Page 2, item J. was also discussed, particularly the limitations on accessory structures on parcels without an existing dwelling. There was discussion about whether or not to allow it under certain circumstances or within certain zoning districts (such as EC and FR), and if so, what limitations or criteria there would be. L. Taylor informed of some current discrepancies under the listed permitted uses within certain districts which seemed contradictory, and could undergo review for possible clarification. It was suggested to eliminate FR and EC from being applicable to Section 4.6, and to possibly allow them subject to site plan review and special use permit.  Setting square footage and side-wall height limitations to possibly allow construction without site plan review were also discussed. It was concluded that if those districts were to be eliminated, that separate language would need to be added to apply specifically to the FR and EC districts. The ad-hoc committee will meet to draft the new language to incorporate the proposed changes.  Due to the need for additional changes, the public hearings will be postponed until April. 
Besser Corporation Clubhouse Purchase:  W. Schwartz informed that after two years of work, conversations, and meetings, Besser Co. has agreed to give the facility to the Township. He added that some preliminary work such as surveys and such would need to be completed by the Township if they wished to proceed. He thanked M. Benson and P. Pokorski for all of their help, and asked them to present their views regarding the matter as well.  M. Benson stated that due to the diminishing use by Besser employees and size of Besser Co. itself, the building was no longer being utilized as it had been in the past.  It had been suggested by W. Schwartz to Besser Co. to donate it to the Township, and after much thought on their end, the employees of Besser Co. agreed that if its intended use was to be for the community, that it fell in line with what Jesse Besser had envisioned and intended, and would be the best use for the facility. P. Pokorski continued by stating that the DNR has designated Rockport as a State park (it will be the 100th State park), which will bring in funding and development that would tie in with this property.  He informed of numerous conversations he has had with a number of groups and organizations around the area that have already expressed interest in using the facility for a number of difference purposes. It was also stated that if grant money were obtained to purchase the building, that money would go into a scholarship fund for ACC and be designated for Presque Isle residents rather than into Besser Co.  It was confirmed that if/when acquisition were to take place, that the building/property would then be under Parks and Rec jurisdiction rather than the Planning Commission. How the maintenance and operation would fit in with the Township’s budget was also discussed, along with cost of updates and renovations.
Update on Township Survey for Master Plan: C. Winters stated that he was able to draft a report from the workshop meeting that was held on Dec. 29th. It was presented to members for review, and he asked for any comments or questions, following review, to be directed to him. The report was also sent to Greg Milliken, and he is working with him on the survey.
NEW BUSINESS  - none
Adjournment:   The next meeting will be March 5, 2012 at 7:00 pm. The public hearing will be moved to April 2nd at 6:30 pm. With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:52 pm.
Respectfully submitted; Erika M. Comerford, Presque Isle Township Administrative Assistant

