
Presque Isle Township Planning Commission

Regular Meeting

held November 7th, 2011

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Vice-Chairman Attila Paltelky.

The pledge of allegiance was recited. 


Roll Call:  In attendance were Attila Paltelky, Clif Taylor, William Schwartz, Steve Lang and Bette Tadajewski. Absent was Chuck Winters. 

Audience: Also present were Patrick Pokorski, Linda Taylor, Pat Hart, Matthew Morrison, Bill Fay, Floyd Selves, Mr. Bonasse, and Nancy Kinney.
Comments from the audience:  None

Approval of Agenda: The items of Accessory Structures and Jetty Grant Report from Pat Hart were added to the agenda under NEW BUSINESS. S. Lang made a motion to approve the agenda with the above stated additions. C. Taylor seconded. All ayes; motion carried.
NEW BUSINESS

Site Plan Review – Bonasse: Mr. Bonasse was requesting approval to exceed the 1,200 sq. ft. maximum for accessory buildings.  C. Taylor questioned what the appearance of the structure was intended to be, and whether or not it would match the house. Mr. Bonasse responded that it was going to match the house and be constructed of the same material. The site plan indicated that Mr. Bonasse has two lots, which he stated had been combined. He indicated that there was no place to construct the building on the lot that the house is on. Mr. Bonasse also confirmed that the existing shed will be taken down.  C. Taylor questioned the placement of the proposed garage; it is right on the setback.  He was concerned about what that does to the neighboring property.  Mr. Bonasse explained his reasoning for the placement by stating that was the only place he could put it without having to tear up his existing (already landscaped and improved) yard and trees for an access driveway.  He also stated that the neighboring property owner owns the next two lots and has already been clearing them. He will be constructing his house up higher on the further of the two lots, so there will be a lot between them. A. Paltelky added that the neighboring property only has a driveway at this point, so the location of the house is not a definite at this time.  There was additional discussion regarding the location of the structure. Mr. Bonasse agreed he could move the structure over 5 ft.  S. Lang made a motion to approve the site plan with the side setback at 15 ft.  C. Taylor seconded. All ayes; motion carried. B. Tadajewski added, that when she and Mr. Bonasse had spoken earlier in the day, he had indicated that he may be doing some repair work out of his garage. She suggested looking into what type of home occupations are allowed in that district.  He clarified that it would only be maintenance and repairs on his own personal equipment; not for others. C. Taylor asked that he submit a new site plan indicating the 15 ft. setback. L. Taylor stated that would be a requirement for the zoning permit application. 
Approval of Minutes –Oct. 3rd, 2011:  W. Schwartz made a motion to approve the minutes as printed. S. Lang seconded.  All ayes; Motion carried.

Correspondence: A. Paltelky presented copies of two applications that were received for the vacancy on the Planning Commission; one from Brent Koel and one from Connie Miller. A. Paltelky and C. Winters had previously conversed and decided to review past applications as well. Interested applicants will be invited to attend next month’s meeting for an interview, and a recommendation can be made after that point. 
Report of Liaison from Township Board of Trustees:   B. Tadajewski previously emailed her report to members for review.  

Report of Liaison from Township Zoning Board of Appeals: S. Lang reported that, at the last meeting, members discussed and approved J. Broad’s resignation. There was also a lengthy discussion regarding accessory buildings, and the suggestion was made for the ZBA and PC to work together on reviewing the matter.
Report of Liaison from the Parks and Rec. Committee: N. Kinney presented written report. S. Lang questioned the reference to the CIP.  N. Kinney responded that they have not gotten to that review yet. The intentions are to review current and future project and create a “to do” list.  It was confirmed that it is the same CIP that the PC is working on.  She also reported that the Lens report has been forwarded to the Dept. of Homeland Security.  There was a brief discussion regarding the foundation of the Coast Guard Building. It was concluded that the intentions are to dig and mark a corner of the foundation for confirmation of its location.  The reconstruction of that building was the “Plan B” for the lens, and if needed, the location needs to be marked in order to move forward with planning and grants.  There was also a brief discussion regarding a concern of miscommunication between the Parks and Rec and Planning Commission.  
Report of the Zoning Administrator: L. Taylor apologized that her report was not presented earlier. She had emailed it to C. Winters, not realizing that he would not be present at the meeting or be able to forward it on. She presented a written report to members, as well as an application for a Special Use Permit review for next month’s meeting for Ternes and Heverly of Brothers Bay. She gave a summary of the previous events that have taken place which has led to the request for the permit. She had issued a notice instructing them to cease filling until a permit was received.  Members set the date and time for the public hearing for December 5th at 6:30 pm.  L. Taylor informed of another request for a Special Use Permit that will be ready for review at the December meeting. Review packets will be mailed shortly. It is for an apartment in a neighborhood commercial district.  Members set the date and time for that public hearing for December 5th at 6:00 pm.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Update on Besser Co. Clubhouse in Bell area:  W. Schwartz reported that he, M. Benson, and P. Pokorski met with representatives from Besser Co. in October.  Earlier that day, he had received a final statement/press release from the company which he read aloud to members. In short, they look forward to working with us on the acquisition of the property (with the intentions of the facility being used and operated as a community facility). Members agreed that the next steps are to develop a plan and start reviewing partnership options and granting. It was agreed that Parks and Rec. will pick up the project from here to create the plan.
Jetty Report from Pat Hart:  P. Hart reported that she has been in contact with Keith Calley from the DNR.  He confirmed that if the Township pays the $35,000 to get the project going (before a grant is received), they cannot be reimbursed or count that as any type of contribution towards the grant. She also gave a time line for the grant. A proposal cannot be submitted until March or April of next year. C. Taylor questioned the 27 acres adjoining the launch area. P. Pokorski provided additional information in regards to the granting process and the property. He has a call into Paul Curtis of the DNR, and is awaiting a return call to conform some information.  There was additional discussion regarding the acquisition of the 27 acres.  
RV’s on a single lot:  L. Taylor clarified that the topic should have been worded as “RV parking” as a continuation of what was presented at last month’s meeting. C. Taylor briefed on the discussion from last month, and presented some suggested changes to the Ordinance the members for review. He suggested limiting the number of RV’s allowed, restricting them to being parked in the driveway, and not allowing them in the front yard. Members agreed to further review the suggestions, and to have the matter addressed before spring. 
Update on advertising for a new member:   The matter was discussed under Correspondence.

A. Paltelky or C. Winters will contact the applicants to discuss an interview.

NEW BUSINESS 
Accessory Structures:  S. Lang gave a brief review of the conversation from last month’s meeting regarding accessory structures and deed restrictions.  The subcommittee met and had a lengthy discussion regarding the matter.  He also contacted G. Milliken from McKenna to get his perspective. He stated that the way the ordinance is worded, it could almost be construed as granting a variance, however, in order for the ZBA to grant a variance, there has to be a practical difficulty, which in the case of larger or additional accessory buildings, there aren’t any. In such cases, the ZBA would have to give the PC a “license” to grant a variance.  There was also discussion about allowing them through a Special Use Permit. Per G. Milliken he has a couple of Township’s who are doing it that way, as well as a couple who are doing it the way we currently are. They discussed the pros and cons of each. It was suggested by both G. Milliken and s. Lang, if they do choose to change the way it’s being done, to take the time and re-write that entire section of the Ordinance (with help from the consultant).  He also stated, in regards to structures on adjacent lots, it is allowed, but the Ordinance is not clear enough. P. Pokorski added additional input based on information that he obtained from the Township attorney and MTA, both of which stated that the way they were doing it now was not right because the PC is, in fact, granting a variance. Their suggestions were similar to the ones S. Lang had been given and previously presented. Members all agreed the matter will involve serious consideration and review. L. Taylor suggested reviewing the previous requests to determine which types of properties/owners are making these requests to determine whether or not there are any patterns or similarities so they can be sure to address the needs of the residents.  S. Lang asked whose permission he needed to be able to work with the attorney and consultant.  C. Taylor responded that typically the Chair designates who has permission to work with the consultant.  P. Pokorski added that once information is received from McKenna, the attorney typically reviews it before its finalized. Members were unsure as to whether or not there was money in their budget for the consultant.  A report will be obtained from the Clerk. A. Paltelky gave permission to contact McKenna for further assistance and recommendation.  S. Lang hopes to have a draft for review by January. 
Terms expiring Dec. 2011:  A. Paltelky reminded that there are terms ending in December. Both C. Taylor and A. Paltelky confirmed that they are interested in staying on the committee.  That information will be passed on to the Board as a request for reappointment
Adjournment:   With no further business to discuss, S. Lang made a motion to adjourn. W. Schwartz seconded. All ayes; motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm.
Respectfully submitted; Erika M. Comerford, Presque Isle Township Administrative Assistant
