
Presque Isle Township Planning Commission

Regular Meeting

held September 6th, 2011
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chairman Chuck Winters
The pledge of allegiance was recited. 

Roll Call:  In attendance were Chuck Winters, Attila Paltelky, Clif Taylor, William Schwartz, and Bette Tadajewski. Absent were Steve Lang and Michelle Styma.
Audience: Also present were Patrick Pokorski, Linda Taylor, Erika Comerford, Nancy Kinney, and Cliff and Linda Beauvis.
Comments from the audience:  None
Approval of Agenda:  C. Winters pointed out that he revised the order of the agenda to place the hearings first.  No changes or corrections were presented.  S. Lang made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. A. Paltelky seconded. All ayes; motion carried.
New Business
Rivard Site Plan: D. Rivard was present to answer questions. C. Winters summarized the reason for the review. D. Rivard had recently acquired the neighboring piece of property. The main and guest house on the property have been removed, however they chose to leave the garage. With that left, the total square footage of accessory buildings combined for all parcels would be about 1,920 sq. ft. Only 1,200 sq. ft. is allowed without a site plan.  B. Tadajewski asked if D. Rivard intended to combine all the lots into one parcel. D. Rivard answered they are in the process of doing that now, and the paperwork has already been filed with the assessor.   Following additional review, A. Paltelky made a motion to approve the site plan with the provision that all lots be combined. S. Lang seconded.  There was discussion amongst members.  S. Lang was a bit concerned about the excessiveness of the overage, as the total is 720 sq. ft. over what is normally allowed. D. Rivard stated that the building was already there; they didn’t have a choice to decrease the size.  Members agreed that if it were new construction, it most likely wouldn’t be allowed, however, since it was already there and since it is in scale with the amount of space and layout of the property, it doesn’t appear to be excessive.  S. Lang asked if he had spoken with L. Taylor regarding other options, such as leaving the lot separate and having it be a grand-fathered, non-conforming structure.  D. Rivard stated that he had, and for tax purposes, combining them was the most beneficial.  P. Pokorski commented on the frequency of requests for larger accessory buildings and suggested the ordinance pertaining to that be reviewed. B. Tadajewski added to his comment stating that she had been informed recently at a training seminar of the same recommendation.  If the same request is being reviewed frequently, the commission should review the ordinance accordingly to determine whether or not amendments need to be made.  C. Winters noted the suggestion for future action by the members.  With no more discussion taking place, a roll call vote was taken. All ayes; motion carried.
Reiss Site Plan:  C. Winters briefly summarized the case.  Mr. & Mrs. Reiss own two parcels on Pioneer Trail.  Construction was done without a necessary zoning permit, due in part to an error from the local building inspector’s issuance of a building permit without having a zoning permit first.  D. Reiss explained that they had paid Brewbakers $400.00 to buy/apply for all needed permits, and were under the impression that everything was taken care of.  They found out, after construction began, that wasn’t the case. He then applied for a zoning permit, only to find out that it could not be granted due to the size of the additional accessory building which would cause him to be over 1,200 sq ft.  B. Tadajewski gave a verbal review of the site. S. Lang stated that, combined, the total sq. footage of accessory buildings was still less than that of the house. B. Misiak, contractor for the Reiss’, apologized for the oversight and proceeding of construction. He explained that he saw the building permit and assumed from there that all other permits had been pulled.  Considering the fact that construction was almost complete, no alterations to the size could be made at this point. S. Lang made a motion to grant the request (as stated in the site plan). A. Paltelky seconded. All ayes; motion carried. 
Approval of Minutes –July 5th, 2011:  S. Lang made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 5th meeting as printed. A. Paltelky seconded.  All ayes; B. Tadajewski abstained due to absence.  Motion carried.
Correspondence:  none
Report of Liaison to Township Board of Trustees:   B. Tadajewski presented a written report. C. Winters asked for clarification as to which buildings had the security system installed. P. Pokorski responded that everything except for Garraty Hall and the garage at the Old light. There was also discussion regarding who was responsible for preparing the resolutions and other documents for transmission to the Board as last month, nothing for the revisions for the fencing ordinance was prepared or presented.  E. Comerford explained that she has done them in the past but it has been upon request.  S. Lang made a motion to designate the secretary of the commission to be responsible for requesting the preparation of documents for transmission to the Board. B. Tadajewski seconded.  All ayes; motion carried.  
Report of Liaison to Township Zoning Board of Appeals: Being that Planning members were present at the last ZBA meeting, S. Lang did not report. 
Report of Liaison from the Parks and Rec. Committee: C. Peters presented a written report. There was discussion regarding the adopt-a-plot progress. There was also discussion regarding the location of the “old coast guard building”. C. Peters suggesting contacting Ralph Gates for assistance; C. Winters responded that Jessica Matuszak has been in contact with him. There was also brief discussion regarding the condition of the windows at both the 1905 house and 1840 tower.  The developments at the Range Light Park were discussed. C. Peters passed on compliments to A. Paltelky regarding the installation of the gates. Public use signage and pedestrian cross walks were discussed. C. Peters will contact the Road Commission for further information regarding pedestrian signage. C. Peters also informed that the issue with the buoys has been fixed. 
Report of the Zoning Administrator: L. Taylor was not presented, however, had previously submitted a written report.  Questions were noted and will be presented at a later date.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Besser Employee Club Property Acquisition: W. Schwartz asked members whether or not he should continue to pursue the matter.  Some members had done a walk through  tour on June 20th. He asked for their feedback.  B. Tadajewski stated that although the building was in need of some TLC, it appeared to be structurally sound and useful as it stands. She questioned major projects and the amount of potential usage.  S. Lang and A. Paltelky also commented on the condition of the building. They too were concerned about the amount of potential repair and maintenance costs.  Members agreed that it all came down to price and whether or not the Township could afford it. It was clarified that Besser still had not given a price, rather, asked the Township to let them know how much they were willing to pay.  Following much discussion, members agreed to move forward and work on developing a plan including a list of possible ways of acquiring the property, and ways of working together with other surrounding organizations. P. Pokorski volunteered to help with the project. 

Capital Improvement Plan- Resolution:  C. Winters recapped where they’re at in regards to the CIP. He informed that Rick Duell of NEMCOG has been contacted and is assisting with the drafting of a resolution and organization of the plan.  They hope to set up a meeting/working session for all members once it’s completed.  At that time, he will be able to offer suggestions on how to move forward and what to do next. 
Other:  W. Schwartz reminded of the Long Lake Fishing Derby that starts this Saturday. He gave a run down of the event and activities that are scheduled for the weekend. 
Adjournment:   With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm.

Respectfully submitted; Erika M. Comerford, Presque Isle Township Administrative Assistant

